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Sex and the law 
(England and Wales) quiz
	
	True
	False
	Don’t know 

	The age of consent for all genders and sexual orientations is 16.
	
	
	

	Under 16s cannot get contraception without permission from their parents and carers.
	
	
	

	It is an illegal act for someone to ‘grope’ or touch in a sexual way someone else’s bottom without their consent.
	
	
	

	Under the law, a 12-year-old cannot consent to sex.
	
	
	

	A 15-year-old can legally share a sexual image of someone else if they give their permission to do so. 
	
	
	

	All pornography is illegal. 
	
	
	

	It is illegal for a teacher to have a sexual relationship with a student who is under 18 even if the student gives their consent. 
	
	
	

	Rape refers to a man penetrating a woman’s vagina without their consent. 
	
	
	



Open question.
What do you think sexual harassment is and is it against the law?
Now check your answers by reading the Sex and the Law Factsheet.


Source: https://www.fpa.org.uk/factsheets/law-on-sex
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Age of consent
The age of consent to any form of sexual activity is 16 for both men and women. The age of consent is the same regardless of the gender or sexual orientation of a person and whether the sexual activity is between people of the same or different genders.
It is illegal for teachers (or others in a position of trust) to engage in sexual activity with pupils at their school aged under 18.
Contraception and under 16s
Health professionals in the UK may provide contraceptive advice and treatment to young people under 16 if, in their clinical judgement, they believe it is in the young person’s best medical interests and the young person is able to give what is considered to be informed consent.
Rape
A man would commit rape if he intentionally penetrates with his penis the vagina, mouth or anus of another person, male or female, without that person’s consent or if they are under 13, as young people aged 12 and under are not legally able to give consent to any sexual activity.
Sexual assault by penetration
It is an offence for someone, male or female, intentionally to penetrate the vagina or anus of another person with a part of their body or anything else, without their consent. The purpose also has to be sexual.
Exposure
It is an offence for someone to expose their genitals if they intend that someone else will see them and if they intend to cause that person (or persons) 'alarm or distress'.
Sexual assault and indecent assault
It is an offence to touch someone else with sexual intent if the other person has not consented to such touching and if the person carrying out the offence does not reasonably believe that the other person consented.
Grooming
It is an offence to befriend a child on the internet or by other online means and meet or intend to meet the child with the intention of abusing them.
Pornography and images of child abuse
Pornography is legal as long as those who appear in it are aged 18 or over and as long as it does not contain anything defined as extreme pornographic imagery.
It is an offence for anyone to take, allow to be taken, possess, show, distribute or publish any indecent image of a child. A child is defined as anyone aged under 18 for the purposes of these Acts.
Consent
The Sexual Offences Act 2003 for England and Wales says that a person consents to something if that person ‘agrees by choice and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice’.
Sexual Harassment
Sexual harassment is a form of unlawful discrimination under the Equality Act 2010. The law says it’s sexual harassment if the behaviour is either meant to, or has the effect of:
•	violating your dignity, or
•	creating an intimidating, hostile, degrading, humiliating or offensive environment.
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